
 

Year 3 French Medium Term Overview 

Topic Autumn 1 

Perfect Pets 

Autumn 2 

Home and Away 

Spring  1 

A Peachy Adventure 

Spring 2 

A Step Back In Time 

Summer 1 

What Lies Beneath 

Summer 2 

Raiders and Invaders 

Unit and 
Outcome J'apprends le français (I Am 

Learning French) 

* 

 
Les animaux 

(Animals) 
* 

 

J'apprends le français (I Am 

Learning French) 

* 

 
Les saisons 

(The Seasons) 
** 

Le petit chaperon rouge 
(Little Red Riding Hood) 

** 
 

Les legumes 
(Vegetables) 

*** 
 

Topic Specific 

Vocabulary 

 
 

un/une 

 
un cochon (pig) 

une cheval (horse) 
un canard (duck) 

un mouton (sheep) 

une vache (cow) 
 

 
Je suis (I am) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Les oignons 

Les haricots verts 
Les petits pois 

Les carottes 

Les pommes de terre 
 

Bonjour… 
Je voudrais… et 

S’il vous plait… 

Merci… 
 

(can use numbers too) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Prior Learning This is their first exposure to 

French. 

This is new learning.  This is new learning.  This is new learning.  This is new learning This is new learning.  

Later Learning In Year 4, children will learn how 
to present themselves in the topic 

‘Je me présente’. 

In Year 5, pupils will be taught, “As 
tu un animal?” Do you have an 

animal? 
 

In Year 4, children will learn how 
to present themselves in the topic 

‘Je me présente’. 

 
In Year 6, pupils will be taught, 

‘Quel temps fait-il?’ (What Is the 
Weather?). 

In Year 6, children will be taught 
‘Que-portez-vous’ (What do you 

wear?) 

In Year 4, children will be taught 
‘Les fruits’ (Fruit). 

Year 3 National 
Curriculum 

Objectives 

Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 
Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 
Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 

Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary. 
 

 



Essential 

Knowledge 

 
 

● Use key greetings. 

● Ask and answer the question 

‘How are you?’ in French. 
●  ask and answer the question 

'What is your name?’ in 
French. 

● Count to 5 in French. 

 
 

 

● Recognise, recall, and spell up 

to 10 animals in French with 

their correct determiners/ 
indefinite articles. 

● Understand that there are 
more determiners/ articles in 

French than in English. 

● Use and become more familiar 
with the high-frequency 1st 

person. 
● Conjugated verb ‘je suis’ (I 

am), from the infinitive verb 
‘être’ (to be). 

 

● read, write, say and 

recognise 10 colours in 

French. 
● Count to 10 in French 

 

● Recognise, recall and 

remember the 4 seasons in 

French. 
● Recognise, recall and 

remember a short phrase for 
each season in French. 

● Say which season is their 

favourite in French and 
attempt to say why using the 

conjunctions ‘et’ and ‘car’.  
 

● Name and recognise up to 10 
shapes in French. 

● Attempt to spell some of these 

nouns. 
● Recognise that nouns have an 

article in French and, in this 
case, the indefinite ‘un’ or 

‘une’. 

● Have an opportunity to learn 
and/or revise numbers 1-5.  

 

● Sit and listen attentively to 

a familiar fairy tale in 

French. 
● Use picture and word cards 

to recognise and retain key 
vocabulary from the story. 

● Name and spell at least 

four parts of the body in 
French as seen in the 

story. 

● Name, recognise and recall 

from memory up to 10 

vegetables in French.  
● Attempt to spell some of these 

nouns with their plural 
article/determiner.  

● Learn and use the high 

frequency verb je voudrais from 
the verb vouloir, to want in 

French. 
 

Topic Focus       

Year 3  

Skills 
 

 

Understand a range of spoken phrases. 

Understand standard language (sometimes asking for words or phrases to be repeated). 
Answer simple questions and give basic information. 

Give responses to questions about everyday events. 

Pronounce words showing knowledge of sound patterns 
Read out loud everyday words and phrases. 

Read out loud familiar words and phrases. 
Use books or glossaries to find out the meanings of new words. 

Label items. 

Write short phrases used in everyday conversations correctly.  
Hear main word classes. 

Recognise question forms and negatives. 
Identify countries and communities where the language is spoken. 

Demonstrate some knowledge and understanding of the customs and features of the countries or communities where the language is spoken. 

Show awareness of the social conventions when speaking to someone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 4 French Medium Term Overview 

Topic Autumn 1 

Paws for Thought 

Autumn 2 

Villagers and Pillages 

Spring 1 

The Nowhere Emporium 

Spring 2 

Tragic Titanic 

Summer 1 

Mission: Survival 

Summer 2 

S.O.S Save Our Species 

Unit and 

Outcome 

 

 
Core Vocabulary: 

Numbers and Introductions 

 

Core Vocabulary: 
Classroom commands, Days 

of the week, Les Mois (the 

months) 

 

Mon anniversaire 
 

(My birthday) 

 

Les fruits  
(Fruit) 

*** 

 

Les glaces (Ice Cream) 
*** 

 

Je me présente (Presenting 
myself) 

* 

Topic Specific 
Vocabulary 

Chn recap how to  
● Say hello (bonjour) 

● Ask how someone is (ca 
va) and answer. 

 

 
 

 
Recap numbers 1-10 

Extend to 20. 
 

Recap colours 

 
Months 

 
Days 

 

 
 

 
 

Numbers 1-30 
 

Mon anniversaire c’est le 

 
Quelle est la date de ton 

anniversaire? 
 

Joyeux anniversaire 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prior 

Learning 

In Year 3, children were taught 

numbers and colours in ‘J'apprends 

le français’ (I Am Learning 
French). 

In Year 3, children were taught 

J'apprends le français (I Am 

Learning French) 
 

In Year 3, children were taught 

J'apprends le français (I Am 

Learning French) 
 

In Year 3, children were taught ‘Les 

legumes 

(Vegetables) 

In Year 3/4, children were taught ‘Les 

fruits’ (Fruits) and ‘Les Legumes’ 

(Vegetables). 

In Year 3, children were taught ‘Les 

animaux’ (Animals). 

 

Later 

Learning 

In Year 4, children revisit numbers 

in Je me présente. (Presenting 

myself). 
 

In Year 4, children will be taught 

Je me présente. (Presenting 

myself). 

In Year 4, children will be taught 

Je me présente. (Presenting 

myself). 

In Year 5, children will be taught ‘Au 

salon de thé’ (At the Tea Room). 

 

In Year 5, children will be taught ‘Au 

salon de thé’ (At the Tea Room). 

In Year 5, children will be taught ‘Je 

peux’ (I can…) 

 



Year 4 

National 

Curriculum 
Objectives 

Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 

Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words. 

Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 
Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 

Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary. 
Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 

Essential 

Knowledge 

As Core Vocabulary, no more 

detailed knowledge needed. 

As Core Vocabulary, no more 

detailed knowledge needed. 

● Know how to say when their 

birthday is in French and 
recognise this written down. 

● Know how to ask when 

someone’s bday is in French. 
● Use numbers and months 

correctly. 
● Be able to wish someone a 

happy birthday 

● Name and recognise up to 

10 fruits in French.  
● Attempt to spell some of 

these nouns.    

● Ask somebody in French if 
they like a particular fruit.   

● Say what fruits they like and 
dislike. 

● Name and recognise up to 10 

different flavours for ice creams. 
● Ask for an ice-cream in French 

using ‘je voudrais’. 

● Say what flavour they would like. 
● Say whether they would like a 

cone or a small pot/tub of ice-
cream. 

● Use basic greetings in French, ask 

somebody how they are feeling 
and reply when asked. 

● Ask somebody their name in 

French and reply when asked. 
● Recall the numbers 1-10 and 

count from 11-20 in French. 
● Ask somebody how old they are in 

French and reply when asked. 
● Ask somebody where they live in 

French and reply when asked. 

● Express their nationality in French 
and understand basic gender 

agreement rules. 

Topic Focus       

Year 4  
Skills 

Give responses to questions about everyday events. 
Pronounce words showing knowledge of sound patterns 

Read out loud everyday words and phrases. 
Read out loud familiar words and phrases. 

Label items. 

Write short phrases used in everyday conversations correctly.  
Hear main word classes. 

Demonstrate some knowledge and understanding of the customs and features of the countries or communities where the language is spoken. 
Show awareness of the social conventions when speaking to someone. 

Understand the main points and opinions in spoken passages. 
Take part in conversations. 

Refer to recent experiences or future plans, everyday activities and interests. 

Read and understand the main points and opinions in written texts from various contexts. 
Show confidence in reading aloud. 

Write short phrases from memory with spelling that is readily understandable. 
Refer to recent experiences or future plans, as well as everyday activities. 

Convey meaning although there may be some mistakes, the meaning can be understood with little or no difficulty. 

Recognise patterns in simple sentences. 
Apply knowledge of rules when building sentences. 

Appreciate that different languages use different writing conventions. 
Recognise the typical conventions of word order in foreign languages. 

Give detailed accounts of the customs and culture of the countries and communities where the language is spoken. 

Describe, with interesting detail, some similarities and differences between countries and communities where the language is spoken and this country. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 5 French Medium Term Overview 

Topic Autumn 1 

A Land Faraway 

Autumn 2 

Into the Darkness 

Spring  1 

Walk Like an Egyptian 

Spring 2  

The Golden Age   

 Summer 1 

A Twist in the Tail 

Summer 2 

Crumbling Coasts 

Unit and 

Outcome 

 

Core Vocab 
(Time) 

 

As-tu un animal? 
(Do you have an animal?) 

** 

 

 

Je peux (I can…) 
*** 

 

 

 

Au salon de thé 
(At the Tea Room) 

** 

 

 

Ma famille 
(My Family)  

** 

Topic 
Specific 

Vocabulary 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Prior 

Learning 

In Year 4, children were taught 

‘Les glaces’ (Ice creams). 

In Year 3, children were taught 

‘Les animaux’ (Animals). 

In Year 3, children were taught 

‘Le Petit Chaperon rouge’ 

(Little Red Riding Hood). 
 

In Year 4, children were taught ‘Je 

me présente’ (Presenting myself). 

In Year 5, children were taught numbers in  ‘La date’ (The Date). 

Later 
Learning 

In Year 6, children will be taught 
‘Chez moi’ (My Home). 

In Year 5, children will be taught 
‘Ma famille’ (My Family). 

 

In Year 6, children will be taught 
‘Chez moi’ (My Home). 

In Year 5, children will be taught 
‘Ma famille’ (My Family). 

 

In Year 6, children will be taught ‘Chez moi’ (My Home). 

Year 5 

National 
Curriculum 

Objectives 

Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 

Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 
Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 

Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 
Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary. 

Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 

Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 
Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how 

to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 
 

Essential 

Knowledge 

As Core Vocabulary, no more 

detailed knowledge needed. 

● Repeat, recognise and 

attempt to spell the eight 

nouns (including the correct 
article for each) for pets in 

French.   
● Tell somebody in French if 

they have or do not have a 
pet.   

● Ask somebody else in French 

if they have a pet.   
● Tell somebody in French the 

name of their pet.  
● Attempt to create a longer 

phrase using the conjunctions 

et (“and”) or mais (“but”).  

● Recognise, recall and 

spell 10 action verbs in 

French.   
● Use these verbs in the 

infinitive to form 
positive and negative 

sentence structures with 
‘je peux’ (I am able) and 

‘je ne peux pas’ (I am 

not able).   
● Attempt to combine 

positive and negative 
sentence structures to 

form longer and more 

complex sentences 
using the conjunctions 

‘et’ (and) / ‘mais’ (but).   

● Remember and recall a 

wide variety of foods, 

snacks, and drinks (with 
their indefinite 

article/determiner) 
typically served in a salon 

de thé.   
● To understand better how 

to change a singular noun 

to plural form.   
● Perform a short role-play 

ordering what they would 
like to eat and drink. 

● Tell somebody the members, names and various ages of either their own or a 

fictional family in French. 

● Continue to count in French, with the option of reaching 100, enabling students 
to say the age of various family members. 

● Understand the concept of the possessive adjectives ‘mon’, ‘ma’ and ‘mes’ in 
French. 

● Move from 1st person singular to 3rd person singular of the two high frequency 
verbs used in this unit: s’appeler (to be called) and avoir (to have).  

Topic Focus speaking and listening reading writing reading listening speaking listening reading/writing 

Year 5  
Skills 

 Understand the main points and opinions in spoken passages. 
Take part in conversations. 

Refer to recent experiences or future plans, everyday activities and interests. 
Read short texts independently. 

Use a translation dictionary to work out the meaning of an unfamiliar word. 

Read and understand the main points and opinions in written texts from various contexts. 
Show confidence in reading aloud. 

Write short phrases from memory with spelling that is readily understandable. 
Write short texts on familiar topics. 

To enhance or change the meanings of phrases e.g. adding ‘not’. 

Use dictionaries or glossaries to check words. 
Refer to recent experiences or future plans, as well as everyday activities. 

Convey meaning although there may be some mistakes, the meaning can be understood with little or no difficulty. 
Recognise patterns in simple sentences. 

Manipulate language by changing an element in a sentence. 
Apply knowledge of rules when building sentences. 

Understand and use negatives 



Appreciate that different languages use different writing conventions. 

Recognise the typical conventions of word order in foreign languages. 

Give detailed accounts of the customs and culture of the countries and communities where the language is spoken. 
Describe, with interesting detail, some similarities and differences between countries and communities where the language is spoken and this country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 French Medium Term Overview 

Topic Autumn 1 
Meet the Greeks 

Autumn 2 
Born to Survive 

Spring 1 
Dragonology 

Spring  2 
Lest We Forget  

Summer 1 
Lest We Forget   

Summer 2 
Location, Location, Location  

Unit and 

Outcome 

 

Core Vocab - en classe 
(In class) 

 

 

Chez moi 
(My Home) 

*** 

 

Quel temps fait-il ?  
(What is the Weather?) 

*** 

 

Que portez-vous?  
(Clothes) 

*** 
 

 

En ville  
(In town) 

Topic Specific 
Vocabulary 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



‘

 

Prior 

Learning 

In Year 4, children learnt ‘Je peux’ 

(I can…). 
 

In Year 5, children learnt ‘Boucle 

d'or et les Trois Ours’ (Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears). 

In Year 3, children learnt ‘Les saisons’ 

(The Seasons). 

In Year 4, children learnt days of 

the week in ‘Core Vocabulary’. 

In Year 4, children learnt the months of 

the year in ‘Core Vocabulary’. 

In Year 4, children learnt ‘Je peux’ 

(I can…) and numbers in Year 5 in 
‘La date’ (The date). 

Later 

Learning 

In secondary school pupils will be given the opportunity to carry on learning French.  

They will be taught to speak with increasing confidence and fluency, to use discussion and ask questions to continually improve the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation, how to write at varying length for different 
purposes and audiences, and how to use a variety of grammatical structures.   

 

Year 6 

National 
Curriculum 

Objectives 

Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help. 

Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 
Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 

Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 

Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly. 
Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; 

how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 
 

Essential 

Knowledge 

● Remember and recall 7 

classroom objects with 

their indefinite 
article/determiner.  

● Replace an indefinite 
article/determiner with a 

possessive adjective.   

● Say and write what they 
have and do not have in 

their pencil case. 

● Say whether they live in a 

house or an apartment and 

say where it is. 
● Repeat, recognise and 

attempt to spell up to five 
nouns (including the correct 

article for each) for the rooms 

of the house in French. 
● Tell somebody in French what 

rooms they have or do not 
have in their home. 

● Ask somebody else in French 
what rooms they have in their 

home. 

● Attempt to create a longer 
spoken or written passage in 

● Repeat and recognise the 

vocabulary for weather in 

French. 
● Ask and say what the weather 

is like today. 
● Create a French weather map. 

● Describe the weather in 

different regions of France 
using a weather map with 

symbols.  

● Repeat and recognise the 

vocabulary for a variety of 

clothes in French.   
● Use the appropriate 

genders and articles for 
these clothes.   

● Use the verb porter in 

French with increasing 
confidence.   

● Say what they wear in 
different 

weather/situations.  
● Describe clothes in terms 

of their colour and apply 

adjectival agreement.   

● Know the names of different buildings in a town 

● Be able to give simple directions 

● Can recall prepositions and use in a sentence 
● Give directions so someone when given the final destination 



French recycling previously 

learnt language (incorporating 

personal details such as their 
name and age). 

● Use the possessives with 

increased accuracy.   

Topic Focus    Speaking and writing Speaking and listening  Speaking and listening 

Year 6  
Skills 

Understand and respond to the main points and opinions in spoken passages.  
Give a short prepared talk that includes opinions. 

Take part in conversations to seek and give information. 

Vary language and produce extended responses.  
Be understood with little or no difficulty. 

Read and understand the main points and some of the details in short written texts. 
Use the context of a sentence to work out the meaning of an unfamiliar word. 

Read and understand the main points and opinions in written texts from various contexts, including present, past or future events. 
Show confidence in reading aloud and in using reference material. 

Write short texts on familiar topics with knowledge of grammar. 

Include imaginative and adventurous word choices. 
Recognise patterns in the foreign language. 

Notice and match agreements. 
Use knowledge of words, text and structure to build spoken and written passages. 

Use knowledge of word order and sentence construction to support the understanding of written text. 

Use knowledge of word and text conventions to build sentences and short texts. 
Devise questions for authentic use. 

Give detailed accounts of the customs, history and culture of the countries and communities where the language is spoken. 
Describe, with interesting detail, some similarities and differences between countries and communities where the language is spoken and this country. 

 


