
Abbotswood Historical Skills Learning Strand Progression Sequence 
 

 
Learning Strand 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Stone Age to Iron Age 

The Roman Empire 
The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons 

The Titanic 
Ancient Egypt 

Ancient Islamic Civilizations 
Ancient Greeks 
D-Day (WWII) 

 
Chronology and 

Sequencing 
 

(including 
Continuity and 

Change) 
 
 
 

 
Accurately use the historical vocabulary: decade 
and century. 
 
Understand that the past can be divided into 
different periods of time.  
 
Place events, artefacts and historical figures in 
order. 
 
Recognise some similarities and differences 
between periods of time. 
 
Use dates and historical terms to describe events. 
 

 
Describe events and periods using the historical 
vocabulary: BCE (Before Common/Current Era)  and CE 
(Common/Current Era). - Still some references to AD.  
 
Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a timeline 
using dates. 
 
Understand the concept of change over time, 
representing this, along with evidence, on a timeline. 
 
Use dates and historical terms to describe events. 
 

 
Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a 
timeline using dates, in relation to other periods of time 
studied. 
 
Describe the main changes in a period of history.  
 
Understand the concepts of continuity and change over 
time. 
 
Use dates and terms accurately in describing events. 
 

 
Describe the main changes in a period of history (using 
terms: social, religious, political, technological and 
cultural). 
 
Understand the concepts of continuity and change over 
time, representing them, along with evidence, on a 
timeline. 
 
Show an awareness of events happening in similar times 
but in different places. 
 
Use dates and terms accurately in describing events. 
 

 
Understanding 

of events, 
people and 

changes in the 
past 

 
(including 

Similarity and 
Difference, 
Cause and 

Consequence) 
 

 
Make comparisons between life during historical 
periods. (e.g. Stone Age to Iron Age, Celts versus 
Romans). 
 
Identify and explain why Britain would be a good 
place to settle. 
 
Begin to recognise that there are reasons why 
people in the past acted as they did. 
 
 

 
Identify similarities and differences between life during 
the same time period. (e.g. Vikings versus Anglo-Saxons). 
 
Explain how different factors can cause differences in 
people’s life experiences (e.g. poor vs wealthy). 
 
Identify and explain why Britain would be considered an 
important place to conquer. 
 
Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect of a 
different group of people e.g. food for rich and poor, jobs 
for men and women. 
 
Begin to give a few reasons for, and results of, the main 
events and changes. 
 

 
Identify similarities and differences with life today and 
life during any of the historical studies. 
 
Consider the impact of early civilizations on life today. 
 
Find out about the beliefs, behaviour and 
characteristics of people. 
 
Give reasons for, and results of, the main events and 
changes.  
 

 
Recognise factors and causes for similarities and 
differences between people during the same time period 
(e.g. Athens and Sparta). 
 
Recognise the legacy of an ancient civilization on the 
modern day (e.g. democracy). 
 
Find out about the beliefs, behaviour and characteristics 
of people, recognising that not everyone shares the same 
views and feelings. 
 
Examine causes and results of great events and the 
impact on people. 
 
 
 

 
Historical 
Enquiry/ 

Interpretation 
 

(including 
sources of 
evidence) 

 

 
Recognise the role of archaeologists in helping us 
understand the past. 
 
Use evidence to ask and answer questions about 
the past on the basis of simple observations. 
 
Use more than one source of evidence in order to 
gain a more accurate understanding. 
 
Show some understanding that aspects of the past 
have been interpreted in different ways 
 

 
Appreciate how historical artefacts have helped us 
understand more about British lives in the present and 
past. 
 
Use evidence to ask and answer questions about the past 
that go beyond simple observation e.g. make deductions. 
 
Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical 
enquiries. 
 
Begin to evaluate the usefulness of different sources. 
 
Describe different accounts of a historical event, 
explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may 
differ. 
 

 
Use a range of sources to retell an event in history. 
 
Use sources of evidence to deduce and infer 
information about the past 
 
Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for 
their choices 
 
Begin to select and combine information from a range 
of evidence to find out about an aspect or event. 
 
Know that some events, people and changes have been 
interpreted in different ways and suggest possible 
reasons for this. 
 
Understand that no single source of evidence gives the 
full answer to questions about the past. 
 

 
Recognise the importance of different perspectives of a 
historical event. 
 
Explain why there may be different interpretations of a 
historical event. 
 
Begin to evaluate sources of information and identify 
those that are useful for particular tasks. 
 
Use sources of information to form testable hypotheses 
about the past. 
 
Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to 
justify claims about the past. 
 
Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and 
how historians must understand the social context of 
evidence studied. 



 
National Curriculum 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


